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. . . first of these, Ambassador Satterfield. Would you please proceed. STATEMENT OF HON. DAVID M.
SATTERFIELD, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE, BUREAU OF NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS, U. S.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE Ambassador Satterfield. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like permission to have my
written remarks entered into the record, and I have a brief statement I would like to make. The Chairman. Your
comments will be published in full, and that will be true for each of our witnesses today. Ambassador
Satterfield. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am very glad to have this quite timely opportunity to speak with
members of the committee. I have just returned from a trip to the region where I met with Egyptian, Jordanian,
Israeli, and Palestinian oHicials to discuss those issues which you raised in your opening remarks. It is clear, as
you have noted, that we are, once again, at a potential watershed moment in the Middle East peace process. We
are indeed seeing more positive activity than we have witnessed for almost a year, as Israel refines its own plan
to withdraw from Gaza, and the international community strives to ensure that this withdrawal leaves Gaza
able to move forward in an orderly fashion toward economic viability and prosperity and the critical issues of
security and political reform. Security, of course, Mr. Chairman, is the No. 1 issue. The increasingly chaotic
security and political situation in Gaza over the past few days only underscores, even more strongly than
before, the need for genuine, not merely rhetorical steps for security reform and leadership transformation in
the Palestinian Authority. Cosmetic...
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