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lifetime, Arno Schmidt (191479) is increasingly considered one of Germany's most innovative 20th-century
writers. This trilogy of early novels includes Scenes from the Life of a Faun, in which a government worker
escapes the banality of war by researching the exploits of a man known as the Faun, a deserter from the
Napoleonic Wars; Brand's Heath, set in 1946, concerns a writer who joins a small community of WWII survivors,
all hoping to forge a new life; and Dark Mirrors is a vision of a post-apocalyptic future, in which the narrator
fears he may be the last man on earth, until the discovery of another creates new fears. 236.
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