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CHAPTER V THE DECLINE OF THE FAMILY The religion of the
family will gradually die out as the religion of the State becomes
more and more absorbing.--The power of the head of the family
was anciently autocratic over the lives, property, and self-
respect of the members.--The right of private war or of the
blood-feud has been abolished.--The rights of fathers and
husbands over the lives of children and wives have been
abolished, or nearly so.--The ancient rule of secular legislation,
which the Churches have copied, was that marriage was
indissoluble.--The State has done its best to maintain this
principle down to quite recent times.--Christianity, however, has
made this important change, that it does not tolerate the
libertinage which was the old compensation for the restrictions
of marriage.--The old marriage of suitability was not more
mercenary in its essence than the marriage of inclination....
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