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examination of New England, the fact that so large a
proportion of places, famed for giving relief to consumptives,
have dry soils, is, to use the mildest term, a peculiar
coincidence. I do not think, moreover, that the subject has ever
been fairly investigated with reference to the influence of soil-
moisture on the prevalence of consumption, as I have
investigated it in these researches. In confirmation of this
assertion, I would remark, that although I brought the subject
(during a visit to Europe in 1859), as fully as I could before men
of experience in vital statistics in England, and on the
continent, I never found but one person who, practically, could
give any evidence on the subject. This gentleman was a
physician in the highlands of Scotland, whose name, I regret,
has escaped me. He had practised in two valleys, one of which
has...
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