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home and my kindred--home! from which I had for eight years
been an exile; kindred with whom (from the wandering,
desultory life I led, ) I had held little, or in fact, no communion.
Shall I, said I to myself, find in the land of my nativity those
congenial spirits, from whom, in the hey-day of youthful blood
parting seemed so bitter, even amid the greedy cravings after
novelty, so natural to the ardent and youthful mind? I thought of
the changes time or death might have wrought, and could not
repress my tears. The voice of the captain of the vessel aroused
me from my reverie: We shall have a greasy night, I doubt, said
he, anxiously looking towards the receding land. I turned to gaze
upon it; masses of dense and marble-like clouds enveloped it; the
evening was lowering, and although...
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