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12 percent of domestic-supply wells in agricultural areas exceeded the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency s
drinking-water standard (10 mg/L), and (4) nitrate concentrations in surface water rarely exceed the drinking-
water standard. This information has helped identify locations across the Nation where ground water and
streams are most likely to be vulnerable to nutrient contamination. Programs to manage and protect water
resources can therefore be targeted to the most critical areas, providing the greatest protection for the least
cost.
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