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Foreword Grassland is the major resource to sustain the living of about one billion people worldwide. In
industrialized Europe, grassland covers some 30 % of the agricultural area and forms the basis of a strong
ruminant livestock sector. Grassland also provides a broad range of services that are beneficial for man. In
addition to the production of herbage for livestock, grassland plays a major role in, for example, the
maintenance of biodiversity, carbon sequestration into soils, clean surface and ground water, and the provision
of an attractive environment for recreation and leisure activities. The way grassland provides these services is
increasingly being affected by large scale processes that are commonly summarized as 'global change'
Grassland farming, the intensity of management and utilization, and the production of goods and
environmental services at a given site are strongly affected by global markets for tradable goods, by
international societal developments, by worldwide and realtime information exchange, and, most importantly,
by climate change. These factors are seriously challenging the functioning of grassland and there is a great
uncertainty as to how grassland will maintain its importance. Grassland researchers have realized this
challenge and they have responded with in depth research in the various aspects of grassland farming and
global change. This was the background for the organizers of the EGF 2010 General Meeting to select 'Grassland
in a Changing World' as the general topic of the conference. It is the first time that this topic has been addressed
as the major theme for an EGF conference. Within this theme, five sections have been identified, ranging from
'grassland, climate and socio-economic change', over 'the future of grassland production systems', 'from grass
to milk and meat’, 'grassland ecosystem services', to 'pastoral...
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