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indexed. Not illustrated. 1897 Excerpt: .diuresis, is taking place. A marked increase has also been noted in some
cases of diabetes insipidus, in which 29 grammes of sodium chloride have been eliminated in the twenty-four
hours. A similar increase may occur in prurigo, in which, in one instance, 29.6 grammes were passed in twenty-
four hours. In cases of general paresis during the first stage an increased elimination goes hand in hand with
an increased ingestion of food. In epilepsy the polyuria following the attacks is associated with an increase in
the chlorides. Of drugs, certain diuretics, and some of the potassium salts, as has been mentioned, produce an
increase: the chlorine contained in chloroform, whether administered internally or as an anaesthetic, is in part
excreted in the form of a chloride. Salicylic acid, on the other hand, is said to cause a temporary diminution. It
is of practical importance to note that in acute febrile affections the diminution in the chlorides appears to vary
with the intensity of the disease, a decrease to 0.05 gramme pro die justifying the conclusion that the case under
observation is of extreme gravity. It may at times also indicate the previous occurrence of severe diarrhoea or
the formation of exudates of considerable extent. A continued increase, on the other hand, should lead to the
conclusion that the patient s condition is improving. The elimination of the chlorides also furnishes a fair index
to the digestive powers of the patient. This rule also holds good for...
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